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’LONG DAY'S JOURNEY INTO NIGHT' local
TO BE PRESENTED AT UNIVERSITY
MISSOULA--
Eugene
"Long Day's Journey Into Night," the drama which made / O'Neill the only man ever 
four
to win / Pulitzer Prizes, will be presented 11 times in the University of Montana Masquer 
Theatre--April 19-24 and April 26-30 at 7:30 p.m.
This "play of old sorrow, written in tears and blood" (as O'Neill called it), is the 
searing, autobiographical story that the author requested not be performed until 25 years 
after his death.
The world could not wait so long for a masterpiece from America's greatest playwright, 
and so it opened on Broadway in 1956, three years after he died. It has been acclaimed 
throughout the world as one of his finest works.
It depicts the shattering events of one climactic day in the life o f  the "Tyrone" family, 
a thinly-veiled pseudonym for O'Neill's own. The father, James Tyrone, is a fading matinee 
idol with a blustering alcoholic grandeur that does not prevent him from denying his 
wife and children a pittance of money that would save them from despair and death.
The mother, Mary, became addicted to drugs when her skinflint husband chose an 
incompetent (and inexpensive) doctor when she was p ainfully bearing their youngest child.
The older son, James Jr., is thrust into alcoholism by his frustrations, and Edmund, the 
consumptive younger son (who is O'Neill himself), is being sent to a cheap state sanitorium 
instead of being given the finest medical attention for his tuberculosis.
Although the plot and family setting sound like a "house of misery," critics have 
declared that O'Neill's genius lifted it to the heights of great tragedy.
-more-
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In the Masquers' production, Mary is played by Edy Elliott, who was r e c ently seen as 
Bananas in "The House o f  Blue Leaves" and as Nurse Rachet in "Cuckoo's Nest." James Sr. 
is played by Aubrey K. Dunkum, recently seen as Jeet e r  in "Tobacco Road."
James Jr. is played by Gary Bogue, and Edmund by Kenneth Ott, who was M a l c o l m  in the 
Masquers' "Macbeth."
The young Irish maid Cathleen, the only n o n - f a m i l y  mem b e r  in the play, is Charla B. 
Sanderson. The director is R. Nai d i a  Mosher, assistant p r o f e s s o r  of drama. Sets are 
by drama senior Gordon Stabler, and costumes by Susan J. Gilmore, UM's costume shop manager.
The play has an early curtain, at 7:30, rather than the M a s q u e r s’ usual 8:00 p.m. All 
seats are reserved, and ticket information is a v ailable from the Mas q u e r  b ox office, 
telephone 243-4581.
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